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Introduction  
Music Studio 8 builds on their previous course from 7th grade in which they develop basic skills that involve creating, analyzing, and responding 
to music. Students in this course will gain a simulated experience of what it is like in the life of a musician who uses modern technology to realize 
creative ideas from the brain to the market. This document contains 5 units of projects that will test students’ ability to work with others, to 
explore their own ideas, and to use technology to create a presentable piece of artistic media to share with the world.  
 

Mission 
River Dell’s curricula is designed to promote student achievement through the development of college and career readiness skills with a focus on 
equal access, inclusivity, and students’ individuality. The mission of the curriculum is to prepare students to live and to work in a global society as 
active citizens and as contributing responsible community members. The program outlined in this curriculum engages students in broad-based, 
experiential learning that will enhance the development of critical thinking, communication, and analytical/relational skills. This curriculum is 
constructed to meet students at their developmental level and to support their progression through varied levels of engagement, skill 
attainment, exploration, inquiry, and analysis assisting them to mature into their authentic selves. 
 

Vision 
Through the continuous absorption of musical elements and skills and the acquired understanding of musical aesthetics, students develop a 
lifelong appreciation of music through active participation in a variety of musical experiences. Through these experiences in instrumental music 
students learn to connect with themselves which can become a bridge for connecting with others. The life skills obtained through their musical 
journey are invaluable to individual success. 

• Performing as artistically literate musicians, by expressing and realizing creative ideas and implementing essential technical skills and 
cognitive abilities significant to many aspects of life and work in the 21st Century. 

• Responding to artistically musical ideas and work with personal meaning and cognizance of the ability of the arts to address universal 
themes. 

• Creating new interpretations of musical repertoire reflective of a variety of ethnic, racial, and cultural perspectives. 

• Connecting and evaluating how the arts convey meaning through all arts and non-arts disciplines and contexts of our global society. 
 

Scope and Sequence 
Overall:  

Unit 1: Mixcraft Set up/ Mixing Techniques and Post Processing Effects (2 week)  
Unit 2: Music Podcasts (2 weeks)  
Unit 3: Songwriting/ 3 Track EP (2 weeks) 
Unit 4: Music Videos (2 weeks)  
Unit 5: Live Performance (2 weeks)  
 

Technology  
Technology integration is the seamless and effective use of 21st Century technology within an instructional setting to support students and 
teachers in the learning process with administrative support and evaluation:  

Standards 8.1 Computer Science  



 

• Computer Science, previously a strand entitled ‘Computational Thinking: Programming’ in standard 8.2 of the 2014 NJSLS-Technology, 
outlines a comprehensive set of concepts and skills, such as data and analysis, algorithms and programming, and computing systems. 

Standard 8.2 Design Thinking 

• This standard, previously standard 8.2 Technology Education of the 2014 NJSLS – Technology, outlines the technological design concepts 
and skills essential for technological and engineering literacy. The new framework design, detailed previously, includes Engineering 
Design, Ethics and Culture, and the Effects of Technology on the Natural world among the disciplinary concepts. 

New Jersey Administrative Code Summary and Statues:  
The following sections outline skills and special categories mandated by the state of New Jersey for all K-12 curriculum.  
  
Integration of 21st Century Skills and Themes and Interdisciplinary Connections  
District Boards of Education shall be responsible for the review and continuous improvement of curriculum and instruction based upon changes 
in knowledge, technology, assessment results, and modifications to the NJSLS, according to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-2.  

1. District Boards of Education shall include interdisciplinary connections throughout the K–12 curriculum.  
2. District Boards of Education shall integrate into the curriculum 21st Century themes and skills (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1(c). Twenty-first Century 

themes and skills integrated into all content standards areas (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3). 
  
“Twenty-first Century themes and skills” means themes such as global awareness; financial, economic, business, and entrepreneurial literacy; 
civic literacy; health literacy; learning and innovation skills, including creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, 
communication and collaboration; information, media, technology skills; and life and career skills, including flexibility and adaptability, initiative 
and self-direction, social and cross-cultural skills, productivity and accountability, and leadership and responsibility 
  
Dissection Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.25 and N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.24 authorizes parents or guardians to assert the right of their children to refuse to 
dissect, vivisect, incubate, capture or otherwise harm or destroy animals or any parts thereof as part of a course of instruction.  
  
Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88 Every Board of Education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African 
Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and secondary school students.  
  
Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 Every Board of Education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in 
the curriculum of all elementary and secondary school pupils. The instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each 
citizen bears to fight racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens.  
  
LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A Board of Education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions 
of persons with disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and 
high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36). A Board of 
Education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to implement the requirements of 
N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35. 
  



 

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders: N.J.S.A. S4021 This will ensure that the contributions, history, and heritage of Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders (AAPI) are included in the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies for students in kindergarten through Grade 12. 
 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills (NJSLS-CLKS): 

• Standard 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy: This standard outlines the important fiscal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered 
for students to make informed decisions about personal finance. Financial literacy is an integral component of a student's college and 
career readiness, enabling students to achieve fulfilling, financially secure, and successful careers. 

• Standard 9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and Training. This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable 
about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career 
requirements. 

• Standard 9.3 This standard outlines what students should know and be able to do upon completion of a CTE Program of Study. 
• Standard 9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills. This standard outlines key literacies and technical skills such as critical thinking, global and 

cultural awareness, and technology literacy* that are critical for students to develop to live and work in an interconnected global 
economy. 

 
Climate Change (This will be modified based off of content) 
Standards in Action: Climate Change Earth’s climate is now changing faster than at any point in the history of modern civilization, primarily as a 
result of human activities. Global climate change has already resulted in a wide range of impacts across New Jersey and in many sectors of its 
economy. The addition of academic standards that focus on climate change is important so that all students will have a basic understanding of 
the climate system, including the natural and human-caused factors that affect it. The underpinnings of climate change span across physical, life, 
as well as Earth and space sciences. The goal is for students to understand climate science to inform decisions that improve quality of life for 
themselves, their community, globally and to know how engineering solutions can allow us to mitigate impacts, adapt practices, and build 
resilient systems.  
  
The topic of climate change can easily be integrated into science classes. At each grade level in which systems thinking, managing uncertainty, 
and building arguments based on multiple lines of data are included, there are opportunities for students to develop essential knowledge and 
skills that will help them understand the impacts of climate change on humans, animals, and the environment. For example, in the earlier 
grades, students can use data from firsthand investigations of the school-yard habitat to justify recommendations for design improvements to 
the school-yard habitat for plants, animals, and humans. In the middle grades, students use resources from New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA), to inform their actions as they engage in designing, testing, and modifying an engineered solution to mitigate the impact of climate 
change on their community. In high school, students can construct models they develop of a proposed solution to mitigate the negative health 
effects of unusually high summer temperatures resulting from heat islands in cities across the globe and share in the appropriate setting. 
 

 

 



 

Unit I: Mixcraft Set Up/ Mixing and Post Processing Techniques (2 weeks) 
Core Ideas Creating 

• Using digital tools to maximize efficiency in the creative process.  

• Making market-ready music products. 
 

Essential Questions  Creating 

• What constitutes a well-mixed piece of music?  

• What tools and techniques do experts use to make their work stand out amongst amateur producers?  
 

Enduring Understanding   The audio production is a musical technique capable of communicating thoughts and emotions. The use of proper editing techniques and tone production 

elements will improve the sound of the song which is dependent on the blend of each individual sound.   

 
Creating 

• Musicians evaluate and refine their work through openness to new ideas, persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria. The creative 
ideas, concepts and feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge from a variety of sources.  
 

Practice  Creating 

• Students will plan and make a cohesive form of audio storytelling.   

• Students will be able to evaluate and refine their own work as well as giving feedback on others.  
 

Performance 
Expectations   

Creating 
Organizing and developing ideas. 

• Select melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic ideas to develop into a larger work that exhibits unity and variety using digital and/or analog tools. 

• Select, organize, and document personal musical ideas for arrangements, songs and compositions within expanded forms that demonstrate 
concepts such as tension and release, unity and variety, balance, and convey expressive intent. 

Refining and completing products. 

• Develop and implement varied strategies to improve and refine the technical and expressive aspects of draft compositions and improvisations. 

• Evaluate, refine, and explain their own work by selecting and applying criteria including appropriate application of elements of music, 
compositional techniques, style and form, and use of sound sources. 

• Present the final versions of documented personally and collaboratively created music that demonstrates craftsmanship and originality to others. 
Apply compositional techniques to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance to convey expressive intent. 

Generating and conceptualizing ideas. 

• Generate and improvise rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic phrases and harmonic accompaniments within basic forms (e.g., AB, ABA, Theme & 
Variations) and expanded forms (e.g., introductions, transitions, codas) that convey expressive intent. Explain connection to specific purpose and 
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical). 
 

NJ Standards Student Learning Objectives  Suggested Tasks/Activities  Resources/Materials 
1.3E.12acc.Cr2a 
1.3E.12acc.Cr3a 

1.3A.8.Cr1a 
1.3A.8.Cr2a 
1.3A.8.Cr3a 
1.3A.8.Cr3b 

Students will be able to:  

• Appropriately manage save pathways, file 
formats and computer literacy to 
maximize workflow in the creative 
process.  

• Understand the principles that make a 
mix sound pleasing.  

• Understand how producers use post 
processing effects to achieve their 
imagined goals. 

• Understand the function of different plug-
ins.  

• Understand how decibels work in a mix. 

• Redownloading and setting up mixcraft and all 
save folders.  

• Students will follow along with teacher during 
mixing demonstration.  

• Students will explore different effects plug ins 
and how they alter tracks.  

• Students will be given a purposely incorrect mix 
and asked to improve it.  

Headphones 

Mixcraft  

Laptops  



 

Key Vocabulary  
Mixing, EQ, Reverb, Delay, Compression, Fader, Post-Processing, Plug-ins, Decibels 

Evidence of Learning  
 

Novice Intermediate 

A novice must be able to execute given prompts and assignments with 
appropriate academic language and supporting evidence. 

An intermediate student must be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills by 
refining their answers and musical work throughout the creative process.    
 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections  

Science 
MS-PS4: Waves and Their Applications in Technologies for Information Transfer 

• PS4.A: Wave Properties.  

• A simple wave has a repeating pattern with a specific wavelength, frequency, and amplitude. (MS-PS4-1)  

• A sound wave needs a medium through which it is transmitted. (MS-PS4-2) 
Computer Science 

• 8.2.8.ED.1: Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from the perspective of the user and the producer. 
Physical Education 
2.2 Physical Wellness: Movement Skills and Concepts 

• 2.2.8.MSC.2: Demonstrate control of motion in relationship between force, flow, time, and space in interactive dynamic environments. 

• 2.2.8.MSC.3: Create and demonstrate planned movement sequences, individually and with others, based on tempo, beat, rhythm, music, and 
physical activities (e.g., creative, cultural, social, fitness aerobics, dance, yoga). 

• 2.2.8.MSC.4: Analyze, and correct movements and apply to refine movements. 
Mathematics 

• Measure length in standard units (measures, beats). 

• Analyze patterns and relationships. 
Language Arts 

• Compare, contrast, and reflect on texts in different forms. 

• Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections about what it says and infers. 

• Critique: Support claim with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

Social Studies 

• Explain how major events are related to one another over time. 

• Describe how written and unwritten language impact understanding, culture, and social structure. 

• Cultural impact of historical events by analyzing values and social ideas in the arts. 

World Language 

• Recognize familiar phrases on sources. 

• Identify how products and practices are derived from cultural perspectives. 

 

Diversity, Equity, & 
Inclusion 

• Gain richer understanding of global cultures through the study of diverse styles and genres of music. 

• Experience and celebrate music compositional techniques, forms, and styles used in global music that connect to individual life experiences, beliefs, 
values, and opinions.   

• Study repertoire with multiple perspectives and diverse cultural understanding to promote unity and stronger musical connections as students are 
introduced to a diverse range of composers and cultures (I.e., representing varied race, gender, sexuality, ability, neurodiversity, religion, origin, 
age, and socio-economic background).   

• Students of all abilities and learning levels are included and encouraged as viable members of the music-making experiences in music studio.   

• Acknowledge and appreciate that musicians and peers come from varied backgrounds that could impact their musical expression and 
interpretation (I.e., environment, access, political, social standing, challenges).   

 

Career Readiness, Life 
Literacies, and Key Skills   

9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option. 
9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect. 
9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and perspectives through active discussions to achieve a group goal. 
 

Computer Science and 
Design Thinking 

8.2.8.ITH.5: Compare the impacts of a given technology on different societies, noting factors that may make a technology appropriate and sustainable in one 
society but not in another 



 

Social Emotional Learning  • Students will develop self-confidence as they apply skills to improve creativity through their experiences in music studio. 

• Students will develop self-discipline through weekly listening activities.  

• Students develop respect for others and empathy as they work to develop the skills involved in the music creation process. 

• Students will build relationships through teamwork, communication, and improved leadership skills through collaborative projects. 

• Students will practice decision-making skills while solving problems to evaluate and improve tone production individually and as a group. 

• Students will build awareness, empathy, and respect for how music is used as a universal language.  

• Students will be able to self-reflect on their own morals and values. In addition, students will respect the morals and values of others. 
 

Differentiation  

  

Resources/Materials 

  

ELL 

(English Language 
Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes 
and key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short 
responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sh
ort-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and 
student workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment 
and homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time 
and a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on 
skill development  

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment 
and homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time 
and a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions and 

directions  

• Visual cue or signs  

• Small group assistance or 

collaboration  

• Partner or group work on 

skill development  

• Assistance by instructional 

videos or curated videos 

online  

• Guide with options for 

student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 

monitor time of student 

activity 

 

• Provide students with 
extra problem sets that 
challenge and involve 
higher level thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions 
and activities 

• More complex tasks and 

projects 

• Higher level questioning 

and techniques  

• Student demoing and 

explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 

students to set personal 

goals, keep records and 

monitor their own learning 

progress 

• Multiple assessments 

given in different domains, 

that showcase student 

interests, strengths, and 

needs  

• Use multiple approaches 
to accelerate learning 
within and outside of the 
school setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen 
learning opportunities 
within and outside of the 
school setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as 
mentorships, internships, 
online courses, and 
independent study 



 

  
 

 

Unit 2: Music Podcasts (2 weeks) 
Core Ideas Connecting 

• Using podcast creation to engage in meaningful research and discourse about a variety of music topics.  
Producing 

• Completing a work of art.  
 

Essential Questions  Connecting  

• How do we critically think about the value of art and music in our society?  

• How do musicians make meaningful connections to creating, performing, and responding? 

• How do other arts, other disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform creating performing and responding to music? 

• How does engaging in creating media artworks enrich people’s lives? 

• How does making media artworks attune people to their surrounding? 

• How do media artworks contribute to an awareness and understanding of our lives and communities? 

• How does art help us understand the lives of people of different times, places, and cultures? 

• How is art used to impact the views of a society? 
Producing 

• How are complex media arts experiences constructed? 

• At what point is a work considered “complete”? 
 

Enduring 
Understanding   

The audio production is a musical technique capable of communicating thoughts and emotions. The use of proper editing techniques and tone production 

elements will improve the sound of the song which is dependent on the blend of each individual sound.   

 
Connecting 

• Musicians connect their personal interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to creating performing and responding. Through creating media, 
artworks, people make meaning by investigating and developing an awareness of culture and experiences. Understanding connections to varied 
contexts and daily life enhances a media artist’s work. 

Producing 

• Media artists integrate various media and content to develop complex, unified artworks through a process of creation and communication. Media 
artists present, share, and distribute media artworks through various social, cultural, and political contexts.  

 

Practice  Connecting 

• Interconnection various content areas to the production of audio engineering. 

• Synthesize and relate media art expression to the outside world.  
Producing 

• Practice creating and troubleshooting through trial and error.  
  

Performance 
Expectations   

Connecting 
Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical contexts to deepen understanding. 

• Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life. 

• Access, evaluate, and use internal and external resources and context to inform the creation of media artworks.  

• Explain and demonstrate how media artworks expand meaning and knowledge, and create cultural experiences. 
Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products. 

• Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills related to personal choices and intent when creating, performing, and responding to music. 

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

 



 

• Access, evaluate, and use internal and external resources to inform the creation of media artworks, such as cultural and societal knowledge, 
research, and exemplary works.  

• Explain and demonstrate how media artworks expand meaning and knowledge and create cultural experiences, such as local and global events 
Producing 
Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work. 

• Experiment with integrate multiple forms, approaches, and content to coordinate, produce, and implement media artworks that convey purpose 
and meaning. 

Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create products.  

• Develop and demonstrate a variety of artistic, design, technical, and soft skills through performing various roles in producing media artworks.  

• Develop and demonstrate creativity and adaptability, through processes such as testing constraints, and divergent solutions, within and through 
media arts productions.  

• Develop and demonstrate creativity and adaptability in standard and experimental ways, to construct, achieve assigned purpose, and 
communicate intent in media artwork.  

• Analyze and design various presentation formats and tasks in the presentation and/or distribution of media artworks.  

• Analyze benefits and impacts from presenting media artworks.  
 

NJ Standards Student Learning Objectives  Suggested Tasks/Activities  Resources/Materials 
1.3C.12nov.Cn10a 
1.3B.12adv.Cn11a 

1.3A.8.Cn10a 
1.3A.8.Cn11a 

1.2.8.Pr4a 
1.2.8.Pr5a 
1.2.8.Pr5b 
1.2.8.Pr5c 
1.2.8.Pr6a 
1.2.8.Pr6b 

1.2.8.Cn10a 
1.2.8.Cn10b 
1.2.8.Cn11a 
1.2.8.Cn11b 

 
 

 

Students will be able to: 

• Use digital tools and podcasting as a 
medium to reflect on various topics in 
music. 

• Engage in meaningful discourse on the 
value of art.  

• Use critical thinking skills to link the 
importance of music to other disciplines, 
contexts, and daily life.  

• Students will choose from a list of various topics 
and questions in which to make a podcast.  

• Students will engage in prior research on their 
selected topic in order to present and answer 
questions.  

• Students may work with a partner or small group 
to record their conversation.  

• Students will listen to the work of other groups.  

• Laptops 

• Headphones 

• Mixcraft  

• USB microphones 

 

Key Vocabulary 

 

Podcasts, Music Industry, Streaming Services, Art Value, Commercial Music, Music History 

Evidence of Learning  
 

Novice Intermediate 

A novice must be able to execute given prompts and assignments with 
appropriate academic language and supporting evidence. 

An intermediate student must be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills by 
refining their answers and musical work throughout the creative process.    
 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections  

Science 
MS-PS4: Waves and Their Applications in Technologies for Information Transfer 

• PS4.A: Wave Properties.  

• A simple wave has a repeating pattern with a specific wavelength, frequency, and amplitude. (MS-PS4-1)  

• A sound wave needs a medium through which it is transmitted. (MS-PS4-2) 
Computer Science 

• 8.2.8.ED.1: Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from the perspective of the user and the producer. 
Physical Education 
2.2 Physical Wellness: Movement Skills and Concepts 

• 2.2.8.MSC.2: Demonstrate control of motion in relationship between force, flow, time, and space in interactive dynamic environments. 



 

• 2.2.8.MSC.3: Create and demonstrate planned movement sequences, individually and with others, based on tempo, beat, rhythm, music, and 
physical activities (e.g., creative, cultural, social, fitness aerobics, dance, yoga). 

• 2.2.8.MSC.4: Analyze, and correct movements and apply to refine movements. 
Mathematics 

• Measure length in standard units (measures, beats). 

• Analyze patterns and relationships. 
Language Arts 

• Compare, contrast, and reflect on texts in different forms. 

• Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections about what it says and infers. 

• Critique: Support claim with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

Social Studies 

• Explain how major events are related to one another over time. 

• Describe how written and unwritten language impact understanding, culture, and social structure. 

• Cultural impact of historical events by analyzing values and social ideas in the arts. 

World Language 

• Recognize familiar phrases on sources. 

• Identify how products and practices are derived from cultural perspectives. 

 
 

Diversity, Equity, & 
Inclusion 

• Gain richer understanding of global cultures through the study of diverse styles and genres of music. 

• Experience and celebrate music compositional techniques, forms, and styles used in global music that connect to individual life experiences, 
beliefs, values, and opinions.   

• Study repertoire with multiple perspectives and diverse cultural understanding to promote unity and stronger musical connections as students are 
introduced to a diverse range of composers and cultures (I.e., representing varied race, gender, sexuality, ability, neurodiversity, religion, origin, 
age, and socio-economic background).   

• Students of all abilities and learning levels are included and encouraged as viable members of the music-making experiences in music studio.   

• Acknowledge and appreciate that musicians and peers come from varied backgrounds that could impact their musical expression and 
interpretation (I.e., environment, access, political, social standing, challenges).   

 

Career Readiness, Life 
Literacies, and Key 

Skills  

9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option. 
9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect. 
9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and perspectives through active discussions to achieve a group goal. 

Computer Science and 
Design Thinking 

8.2.8.ITH.5: Compare the impacts of a given technology on different societies, noting factors that may make a technology appropriate and sustainable in one 
society but not in another. 

Social Emotional 
Learning  

• Students will develop self-confidence as they apply skills to improve creativity through their experiences in music studio. 

• Students will develop self-discipline through weekly listening activities.  

• Students develop respect for others and empathy as they work to develop the skills involved in the music creation process. 

• Students will build relationships through teamwork, communication, and improved leadership skills through collaborative projects. 

• Students will practice decision-making skills while solving problems to evaluate and improve tone production individually and as a group. 

• Students will build awareness, empathy, and respect for how music is used as a universal language.  

• Students will be able to self-reflect on their own morals and values. In addition, students will respect the morals and values of others. 
 

Differentiation  

  

Resources/Materials 

 

ELL 

(English Language 
Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  



 

 • Provide translated notes 
and key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short 
responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when 
student request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or digitally 
accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/sh
ort-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive reader, 
etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and student 
workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to come 
for extra help to 
review/retake assessment 
and homework assignments 

• Students are allowed time 
and a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on skill 
development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Students are asked to 
come for extra help to 
review/retake 
assessment and 
homework 
assignments 

• Students are allowed 
time and a half on 
assessments 

• Provide the student 
with frequent check-
ins during class-time 
work 

• Scaffolding 
assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions 

and directions  

• Visual cue or signs  

• Small group assistance 

or collaboration  

• Partner or group work 

on skill development  

• Assistance by 

instructional videos or 

curated videos online  

• Guide with options for 

student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock 

to monitor time of 

student activity 

 

• Provide students with 
extra problem sets that 
challenge and involve 
higher level thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions 
and activities 

• More complex tasks 

and projects 

• Higher level questioning 

and techniques  

• Student demoing and 

explanation  

• Provide opportunities 

for students to set 

personal goals, keep 

records and monitor 

their own learning 

progress 

• Multiple assessments 

given in different 

domains, that showcase 

student interests, 

strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple 
approaches to 
accelerate learning 
within and outside of 
the school setting  

• Use enrichment options 
to extend and deepen 
learning opportunities 
within and outside of 
the school setting 

• Use individualized 
learning options such as 
mentorships, 
internships, online 
courses, and 
independent study 

 

 

Unit 3: Songwriting and 3 Song EP (2 weeks) 
Core Ideas Creating 

• Studying and imitating how musicians create and release multiple works as a single package or EP (Extended Play). 
Producing 

• Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting works of art within multi-media.  
  

Essential Questions  Creating 

• How does the songwriting process vary from artist to artist and how do we utilize the tools of composition to create full pieces of music?  

• How do musicians make creative decisions? 



 

• How do musicians improve the quality of their creative work? 
Producing 

• How are complex media arts experiences constructed? 

• At what point is a work considered “complete”? 
 

Enduring 
Understanding   

A musical instrument can communicate thoughts and emotions. The use of proper instrumental technique and tone production elements will improve 

the sound of an ensemble which is dependent on the blend of each individual instrument.   

Creating 

• The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge from a variety of sources. Musicians’ creative choices are 

influenced by their expertise, context, and expressive intent. Musicians evaluate and refine their work through openness to new ideas, 

persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria.  

Producing 

• Media artists integrate various media and content to develop complex, unified artworks through a process of creation and communication. Media 
artists present, share, and distribute media artworks through various social, cultural, and political contexts.  

 

Practice  Creating 

• Plan and make audio/music compositions through musical technology.  
Producing 

• Practice creating and troubleshooting through trial and error.  
 

Performance 
Expectations   

Creating 
Organizing and developing ideas.  

• Select melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic ideas to develop into a larger work that exhibits unity and variety using digital and/or analog tools. 

• Select, organize, and document personal musical ideas for arrangements, songs and compositions within expanded forms that demonstrate 
concepts such as tension and release, unity and variety, balance, and convey expressive intent.  

Refining and completing products. 

• Develop and implement varied strategies to improve and refine the technical and expressive aspects of draft compositions and improvisations. 

• Share a portfolio of musical creations representing varied styles and genres that demonstrates musical and technological craftsmanship as well as 
the use of digital and/or analog tools and resources in developing and organizing musical ideas. 

• Evaluate, evaluate, refine, and explain their own work by selecting and applying criteria including appropriate application of elements of music, 
compositional techniques, style and form, and use of sound sources.  

• Present the final versions of documented personally and collaboratively created music that demonstrates craftmanship and originality to others. 
Apply compositional techniques to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance to convey expressive intent.  

Producing 
Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work. 

• Experiment with integrate multiple forms, approaches, and content to coordinate, produce, and implement media artworks that convey purpose 
and meaning. 

Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create products.  

• Develop and demonstrate a variety of artistic, design, technical, and soft skills through performing various roles in producing media artworks.  

• Develop and demonstrate creativity and adaptability, through processes such as testing constraints, and divergent solutions, within and through 
media arts productions.  

• Develop and demonstrate creativity and adaptability in standard and experimental ways, to construct, achieve assigned purpose, and 
communicate intent in media artwork.  

• Analyze and design various presentation formats and tasks in the presentation and/or distribution of media artworks.  

• Analyze benefits and impacts from presenting media artworks.  
 

 

NJ Standards Student Learning Objectives  Suggested Tasks/Activities  Resources/Materials 



 

1.3E.12acc.Cr2a 
1.3E.12acc.Cr3a 
1.3E.12adv.Cr3b 

1.3A.8.Cr2a 
1.3A.8.Cr3a 
1.3A.8.Cr3b 
1.2.8.Pr4a 
1.2.8.Pr5a 
1.2.8.Pr5b 
1.2.8.Pr5c 
1.2.8.Pr6a 
1.2.8.Pr6b 

 

Students will be able to:  

• Recall previous knowledge of song form and 
the function of different sections within a 
song.  

• Recall prior knowledge of popular music 
format and other relevant song structures.  

• Create original music based off of thematic 
ideas or inspirations.  

• Realize creative vision through use of digital 
music technology.  

• Create a cohesive series of multiple songs 
that fit within a selected genre or style.  

• Practices in lyric writing strategies.  

• Building songs section by section.  

• Brainstorm hooks or choruses to build verses 
around.  

• Create album art and title for their EP 

• Explore different platforms to share music in 
the digital world.  

Mixcraft  

Headphones 

Internet 

MIDI keyboards. 

Key Vocabulary Song Structure, Intro, Verse, Chorus, Bridge, EP, LP, Hook, Theme, Story, Genre, Form, AB, AABA, Popular Music 

Evidence of Learning  
 

Novice Intermediate 

A novice must be able to execute given prompts and assignments with 
appropriate academic language and supporting evidence. 

An intermediate student must be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills 
by refining their answers and musical work throughout the creative process.    
 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections  

Science 
MS-PS4: Waves and Their Applications in Technologies for Information Transfer 

• PS4.A: Wave Properties.  

• A simple wave has a repeating pattern with a specific wavelength, frequency, and amplitude. (MS-PS4-1)  

• A sound wave needs a medium through which it is transmitted. (MS-PS4-2) 
Computer Science 

• 8.2.8.ED.1: Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from the perspective of the user and the producer. 
Physical Education 
2.2 Physical Wellness: Movement Skills and Concepts 

• 2.2.8.MSC.2: Demonstrate control of motion in relationship between force, flow, time, and space in interactive dynamic environments. 

• 2.2.8.MSC.3: Create and demonstrate planned movement sequences, individually and with others, based on tempo, beat, rhythm, music, and 
physical activities (e.g., creative, cultural, social, fitness aerobics, dance, yoga). 

• 2.2.8.MSC.4: Analyze, and correct movements and apply to refine movements. 
Mathematics 

• Measure length in standard units (measures, beats). 

• Analyze patterns and relationships. 
Language Arts 

• Compare, contrast, and reflect on texts in different forms. 

• Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections about what it says and infers. 

• Critique: Support claim with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

Social Studies 

• Explain how major events are related to one another over time. 

• Describe how written and unwritten language impact understanding, culture, and social structure. 

• Cultural impact of historical events by analyzing values and social ideas in the arts. 

World Language 

• Recognize familiar phrases on sources. 

• Identify how products and practices are derived from cultural perspectives. 

 
 

Diversity, Equity, & 
Inclusion 

• Gain richer understanding of global cultures through the study of diverse styles and genres of music. 

• Experience and celebrate music compositional techniques, forms, and styles used in global music that connect to individual life experiences, 
beliefs, values, and opinions.   



 

• Study repertoire with multiple perspectives and diverse cultural understanding to promote unity and stronger musical connections as students 
are introduced to a diverse range of composers and cultures (I.e., representing varied race, gender, sexuality, ability, neurodiversity, religion, 
origin, age, and socio-economic background).   

• Students of all abilities and learning levels are included and encouraged as viable members of the music-making experiences in music studio.   

• Acknowledge and appreciate that musicians and peers come from varied backgrounds that could impact their musical expression and 
interpretation (I.e., environment, access, political, social standing, challenges).   

 

Career Readiness, Life 
Literacies, and Key 

Skills  

9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option. 
9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect. 
9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and perspectives through active discussions to achieve a group goal. 
 

Computer Science and 
Design Thinking 

8.2.8.ITH.5: Compare the impacts of a given technology on different societies, noting factors that may make a technology appropriate and sustainable in one 
society but not in another. 

Social Emotional 
Learning  

• Students will develop self-confidence as they apply skills to improve creativity through their experiences in music studio. 

• Students will develop self-discipline through weekly listening activities.  

• Students develop respect for others and empathy as they work to develop the skills involved in the music creation process. 

• Students will build relationships through teamwork, communication, and improved leadership skills through collaborative projects. 

• Students will practice decision-making skills while solving problems to evaluate and improve tone production individually and as a group. 

• Students will build awareness, empathy, and respect for how music is used as a universal language.  

• Students will be able to self-reflect on their own morals and values. In addition, students will respect the morals and values of others. 
 

Differentiation  

  

Resources/Materials 

 
 

ELL 

(English Language 
Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes 
and key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short 
responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or 
digitally accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar 
for benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessment
s/short-term goals 
(Planner Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive 
reader, etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and 
student workspace 

• Timer to monitor task 
and duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to 
come for extra help to 
review/retake 
assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed 
time and a half on 
assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions 

and directions  

• Visual cue or signs  

• Small group assistance or 

collaboration  

• Partner or group work on 

skill development  

• Provide students with 
extra problem sets that 
challenge and involve 
higher level thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions 
and activities 

• More complex tasks and 

projects 

• Higher level questioning 

and techniques  

• Student demoing and 

explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 

students to set personal 

goals, keep records and 

monitor their own 

learning progress 

• Multiple assessments 

given in different 

domains, that showcase 

student interests, 

strengths, and needs  



 

• Provide notes when 
student request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Students are asked to 
come for extra help to 
review/retake 
assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed 
time and a half on 
assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions 
and directions 

• Partner or group work on 
skill development 

• Assistance by 
instructional videos or 
curated videos online 

• Assistance by 

instructional videos or 

curated videos online  

• Guide with options for 

student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 

monitor time of student 

activity 

 

• Use multiple approaches 
to accelerate learning 
within and outside of the 
school setting  

• Use enrichment options 
to extend and deepen 
learning opportunities 
within and outside of the 
school setting 

• Use individualized 
learning options such as 
mentorships, internships, 
online courses, and 
independent study 

 

 
 

 

Unit 4: The Art of the Music Video (2 weeks) 
Core Ideas Creating 

• Creating and using video media to transmit a musical work to a wider audience.  
Performing  

• Organizing and developing ideas into musical works of art. 
Connecting 

• Relating artists ideas and works withing cultural and historical understanding.  

• How does engaging in creating media artworks enrich people’s lives? 

• How does making media artworks attune people to their surrounding? 

• How do media artworks contribute to an awareness and understanding of our lives and communities? 

• How does art help us understand the lives of people of different times, places, and cultures? 

• How is art used to impact the views of a society? 
 

Essential Questions  Creating 

• How do musicians make creative decisions? 
Performing 

• When is a performance judged ready to present? 

• How do context and the manner in which musical work is presented influence audience response? 
Producing 

• How are complex media arts experiences constructed? 

• At what point is a work considered “complete”? 
Connecting 

• How are music videos created to help support musical themes, storytelling, and personal expression?  

• How do the other arts, other disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform creating, performing, and responding to music? 
 

Enduring 
Understanding   

A musical instrument can communicate thoughts and emotions. The use of proper instrumental technique and tone production elements will improve 

the sound of an ensemble which is dependent on the blend of each individual instrument.   

Creating 



 

• The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge from a variety of sources. Musicians’ creative choices are 

influenced by their expertise, context, and expressive intent. Musicians evaluate and refine their work through openness to new ideas, 

persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria.  

Performing 

• Performers’ interest in and knowledge of musical works, understanding of their own technical skill, and the context for a performance 

influence the selection of repertoire. To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, evaluate, and refine their performance over time 

through openness to new ideas, persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria. Musicians judge performance based on criteria that 

vary across time, place, and cultures. The context and how a work is presented influence audience response. 

Producing 

• Media artists integrate various media and content to develop complex, unified artworks through a process of creation and communication. 
Media artists present, share, and distribute media artworks through various social, cultural, and political contexts.  

Connecting 

• Musicians connect their personal interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to creating, performing, and responding. Through creating media, 
artworks, people make meaning by investigating and developing an awareness of culture and experiences. Understanding connections to varied 
contexts and daily life enhances a media artist’s work. 

 

Practice  Creating 

• Imagine, planning, and participating in the creative learning process of audio/visual creation.  
Performing 

• Present artistic expression through technology to appeal to varied audiences.  
Producing 

• Practice creating and troubleshooting through trial and error.  
Connecting 

• Interconnection between other disciplines and practices.  
 

Performance 
Expectations   

Creating 
Organize and developing ideas. 

• Collaborate with peers to conceptualize props, costumes, and scenery in a guided drama experience (e.g., process drama, story drama, creative 
drama). 

• Use standard and/or iconic notation and/or recording technology to document personal rhythmic phrases, melodic, and hormonic intent.  
Performing 
Conveying meaning through art. 

• Perform with expression and technical accuracy a varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal 
accompaniments, while demonstrating an understanding of the audience and the context. 

• Perform music with technical accuracy, stylistic expression, and culturally authentic practices to convey the creator’s intent.  

• Demonstrate performance decorum and audience etiquette for venue, purpose, context, and style.  
Connecting 
Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products. 

• Access, evaluate and use internal and external resources to inform the creation of media artworks, such as cultural and societal knowledge, 
research, and exemplary works. 

• Explain and demonstrate how media artworks expand meaning and knowledge and create cultural experiences, such as local and global events. 
Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical contexts to deepen understanding.  

• Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life. 

• Access, evaluate and use internal and external resources and context to inform the creation of media artworks (e.g., cultural and societal 
knowledge, research, exemplary works). 

• Explain and demonstrate how media artworks expand meaning and knowledge, and create cultural experiences (e.g., via local and global events 
considering fair use and copyright, ethics, media literacy). 

Producing 
Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work. 

• Experiment with integrate multiple forms, approaches, and content to coordinate, produce, and implement media artworks that convey 
purpose and meaning. 

Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create products.  

• Develop and demonstrate a variety of artistic, design, technical, and soft skills through performing various roles in producing media artworks.  



 

• Develop and demonstrate creativity and adaptability, through processes such as testing constraints, and divergent solutions, within and through 
media arts productions.  

• Develop and demonstrate creativity and adaptability in standard and experimental ways, to construct, achieve assigned purpose, and 
communicate intent in media artwork.  

• Analyze and design various presentation formats and tasks in the presentation and/or distribution of media artworks.  

• Analyze benefits and impacts from presenting media artworks.  
 

NJ Standards Student Learning Objectives  Suggested Tasks/Activities  Resources/Materials 
1.3B.12prof.Cn11a 

1.4.2.Cr1b 
1.3D.12nov.Pr6a 

1.3A.8.Cr2b 
1.3A.8.Pr6a 
1.3A.8.Pr6b 

1.3A.8.Cn11a 
1.2.8.Pr4a 
1.2.8.Pr5a 
1.2.8.Pr5b 
1.2.8.Pr5c 
1.2.8.Pr6a 
1.2.8.Pr6b 

1.2.8.Cn10a 
1.2.8.Cn10b 
1.2.8.Cn11a 
1.2.8.Cn11b 

 

Students will be able to:  

• Create a music video that supports 
their musical vision.  

• Use thematic material to highlight 
within their work  

• Create a video in the correct format 
with properly mixed music to create 
an effective product.  

• Connect musical ideas to real life 
visuals.  

• Students will review music videos to gain ideas 
and understanding on how artists make videos 
that support their musical vision.  

• Students may work by themselves or in small 
groups to storyboard and create a music video 
for their EP song of choice.  

• Students will do exercises on how to represent 
musical and lyrical things with metaphorical 
instead of literal examples.  

Laptops 

Headphones 

Mixcraft 

Recording device 

Cellphones (for at home recording use)  

Key Vocabulary 

 

Music Video, Theme, Storytelling, Abstract, Metaphor, Splice, Word Painting 

Evidence of Learning  
 

Novice Intermediate 

A novice must be able to execute given prompts and assignments with 
appropriate academic language and supporting evidence. 

An intermediate student must be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills 
by refining their answers and musical work throughout the creative process.    

Interdisciplinary 
Connections  

Science 
MS-PS4: Waves and Their Applications in Technologies for Information Transfer 

• PS4.A: Wave Properties.  

• A simple wave has a repeating pattern with a specific wavelength, frequency, and amplitude. (MS-PS4-1)  

• A sound wave needs a medium through which it is transmitted. (MS-PS4-2) 
Computer Science 

• 8.2.8.ED.1: Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from the perspective of the user and the producer. 
Physical Education 
2.2 Physical Wellness: Movement Skills and Concepts 

• 2.2.8.MSC.2: Demonstrate control of motion in relationship between force, flow, time, and space in interactive dynamic environments. 

• 2.2.8.MSC.3: Create and demonstrate planned movement sequences, individually and with others, based on tempo, beat, rhythm, music, and 
physical activities (e.g., creative, cultural, social, fitness aerobics, dance, yoga). 

• 2.2.8.MSC.4: Analyze, and correct movements and apply to refine movements. 
Mathematics 

• Measure length in standard units (measures, beats). 

• Analyze patterns and relationships. 
Language Arts 

• Compare, contrast, and reflect on texts in different forms. 

• Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections about what it says and infers. 

• Critique: Support claim with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 



 

Social Studies 

• Explain how major events are related to one another over time. 

• Describe how written and unwritten language impact understanding, culture, and social structure. 

• Cultural impact of historical events by analyzing values and social ideas in the arts. 

World Language 

• Recognize familiar phrases on sources. 

• Identify how products and practices are derived from cultural perspectives. 

 

Diversity, Equity, & 
Inclusion 

• Gain richer understanding of global cultures through the study of diverse styles and genres of music. 

• Experience and celebrate music compositional techniques, forms, and styles used in global music that connect to individual life experiences, 
beliefs, values, and opinions.   

• Study repertoire with multiple perspectives and diverse cultural understanding to promote unity and stronger musical connections as students 
are introduced to a diverse range of composers and cultures (I.e., representing varied race, gender, sexuality, ability, neurodiversity, religion, 
origin, age, and socio-economic background).   

• Students of all abilities and learning levels are included and encouraged as viable members of the music-making experiences in music studio.   

• Acknowledge and appreciate that musicians and peers come from varied backgrounds that could impact their musical expression and 
interpretation (I.e., environment, access, political, social standing, challenges).   

 

Career Readiness, Life 
Literacies, and Key 

Skills  

9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option. 
9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect. 
9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and perspectives through active discussions to achieve a group goal. 
 

Computer Science and 
Design Thinking 

8.2.8.ITH.5: Compare the impacts of a given technology on different societies, noting factors that may make a technology appropriate and sustainable in 
one society but not in another. 

Social Emotional 
Learning  

• Students will develop self-confidence as they apply skills to improve creativity through their experiences in music studio. 

• Students will develop self-discipline through weekly listening activities.  

• Students develop respect for others and empathy as they work to develop the skills involved in the music creation process. 

• Students will build relationships through teamwork, communication, and improved leadership skills through collaborative projects. 

• Students will practice decision-making skills while solving problems to evaluate and improve tone production individually and as a group. 

• Students will build awareness, empathy, and respect for how music is used as a universal language.  

• Students will be able to self-reflect on their own morals and values. In addition, students will respect the morals and values of others. 
 

Differentiation  

  

Resources/Materials 

 
 

ELL 

(English Language 
Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated notes 
and key vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or 
digitally accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar for 
benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessments/
short-term goals (Planner 
Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive 
reader, etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Students are asked to 
come for extra help to 
review/retake 
assessment and 
homework 
assignments 

• Students are allowed 
time and a half on 
assessments 

• Provide the student 
with frequent check-
ins during class-time 
work 

• Provide students with 
extra problem sets that 
challenge and involve 
higher level thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions 
and activities 

• More complex tasks 

and projects 

• Higher level 

questioning and 

techniques  



 

• Simplified word problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with pictures 

• Alternative presentation 
options 

• 1-2 sentence short 
responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when student 
request 

• Reduce project workload 

• Short summaries 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and 
student workspace 

• Timer to monitor task and 
duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to 
come for extra help to 
review/retake assessment 
and homework 
assignments 

• Students are allowed time 
and a half on assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions and 
directions 

• Partner or group work on 
skill development  

• Assistance by instructional 
videos or curated videos 
online 

• Scaffolding 
assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions 

and directions  

• Visual cue or signs  

• Small group assistance 

or collaboration  

• Partner or group work 

on skill development  

• Assistance by 

instructional videos or 

curated videos online  

• Guide with options for 

student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock 

to monitor time of 

student activity 

 

• Student demoing and 

explanation  

• Provide opportunities 

for students to set 

personal goals, keep 

records and monitor 

their own learning 

progress 

• Multiple assessments 

given in different 

domains, that 

showcase student 

interests, strengths, 

and needs  

• Use multiple 
approaches to 
accelerate learning 
within and outside of 
the school setting  

• Use enrichment options 
to extend and deepen 
learning opportunities 
within and outside of 
the school setting 

• Use individualized 
learning options such as 
mentorships, 
internships, online 
courses, and 
independent study 

 

 

Unit 5: Music Performance (2 weeks) 
Core Ideas Performing 

• Presenting a piece of original, rehearsed work to a live audience.  
Producing 

• How are complex media arts experiences constructed? 

• At what point is a work considered “complete”? 
 

Essential Questions  Performing 

• When is a performance ready to be presented?  

• How do context and the way musical work is presented influence audience response?  

• How do performers select repertoire? 

• How do musicians improve the quality of their performance? 
 

Enduring 
Understanding   

A musical instrument can communicate thoughts and emotions. The use of proper instrumental technique and tone production elements will improve 

the sound of an ensemble which is dependent on the blend of each individual instrument.   

Performing 



 

• Performers’ interest in and knowledge of musical works, understanding of their own technical skill, and the context for a performance 

influence the selection of repertoire. To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, evaluate, and refine their performance over time 

through openness to new ideas, persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria. Musicians judge performance based on criteria that 

vary across time, place, and cultures. The context and how a work is presented influence audience response. 

Producing 

• Media artists integrate various media and content to develop complex, unified artworks through a process of creation and communication. Media 
artists present, share, and distribute media artworks through various social, cultural, and political contexts.  

 

Practice  Performing 

• Present performances and musical achievements. 

• Select, analyze, and interpret musical performances. 
Producing 

• Practice creating and troubleshooting through trial and error.  
 

Performance 
Expectations   

Performing 
Select, analyzing and interpreting work. 

• Apply collaboratively and personally developed criteria for selecting music of contrasting styles for performances and explain expressive qualities, 
technical challenges, and reasons for choices.  

• Compare the structure of contrasting pieces of music selected for performances, explaining how the elements of music are used in each.  

• Analyze selected music by sight-reading in treble or bass clef using simple rhythmic, melodic and/or harmonic notation. 

• Identify and explain how cultural and historical context inform performances and result in different musical effects.  

• Perform contrasting pieces of music, demonstrating as well as explaining how the music’s intent is conveyed by their interpretations of the 
elements of music and expressive qualities.  

Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create products.  

• Identify and apply personally developed criteria to rehearse, refine, and determine when the music is ready to perform. 
Conveying meaning through art. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the context of music through prepared and improvised performances. 

• Using digital tools and resources, demonstrate technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and improvised performances of a varied 
repertoire of music representing diverse cultures, styles, and genres. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the expressive intent when connecting with an audience through prepared and improvised performances. 

• Perform music with technical accuracy, stylistic expression, and culturally authentic practices to convey the creator’s intent.  

• Demonstrate performance decorum and audience etiquette appropriate for venue, purpose, context, and style.  
Producing 
Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work. 

• Experiment with integrate multiple forms, approaches, and content to coordinate, produce, and implement media artworks that convey purpose 
and meaning. 

Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create products.  

• Develop and demonstrate a variety of artistic, design, technical, and soft skills through performing various roles in producing media artworks.  

• Develop and demonstrate creativity and adaptability, through processes such as testing constraints, and divergent solutions, within and through 
media arts productions.  

• Develop and demonstrate creativity and adaptability in standard and experimental ways, to construct, achieve assigned purpose, and 
communicate intent in media artwork.  

• Analyze and design various presentation formats and tasks in the presentation and/or distribution of media artworks.  

• Analyze benefits and impacts from presenting media artworks.  
 

NJ Standards Student Learning Objectives  Suggested Tasks/Activities  Resources/Materials 



 

1.3E.12prof.Pr6b 
1.3E.12acc.Pr6b 

1.3A.8.Pr4a 
1.3A.8.Pr4b 
1.3A.8.Pr4c 
1.3A.8.Pr4d 
1.3A.8.Pr5a 
1.3A.8.Pr6a 
1.3A.8.Pr6b 
1.2.8.Pr4a 
1.2.8.Pr5a 
1.2.8.Pr5b 
1.2.8.Pr5c 
1.2.8.Pr6a 
1.2.8.Pr6b 

 
 

Students will be able to:  

• Experience the live performance aspect of 
music.  

• Premier an original work to a live audience.  

• Rehearse and execute a performance with 
performance criteria.  

• Showcase original musical art.  

• Choose a song or 2 to perform off of their 
previously constructed 3 song EP.  

• Undergo a lesson on audience etiquette at 
various types of performances.  

• Get to rehearse and imagine how they will 
perform their selected song in a live format.  

• Be prompted to do a reflection on their 
personal experience having to do a live 
performance.  

Speakers 

Laptops 

Performance space (auditorium) 

Key Vocabulary Live Performance, Set List, Mic Placement, Audience Etiquette  
 

Evidence of Learning  
 

Novice Intermediate 

A novice must be able to execute given prompts and assignments with 
appropriate academic language and supporting evidence. 

An intermediate student must be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills by 
refining their answers and musical work throughout the creative process.    
 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections  

Science 
MS-PS4: Waves and Their Applications in Technologies for Information Transfer 

• PS4.A: Wave Properties.  

• A simple wave has a repeating pattern with a specific wavelength, frequency, and amplitude. (MS-PS4-1)  

• A sound wave needs a medium through which it is transmitted. (MS-PS4-2) 
Computer Science 

• 8.2.8.ED.1: Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a technological product or system, from the perspective of the user and the producer. 
Physical Education 
2.2 Physical Wellness: Movement Skills and Concepts 

• 2.2.8.MSC.2: Demonstrate control of motion in relationship between force, flow, time, and space in interactive dynamic environments. 

• 2.2.8.MSC.3: Create and demonstrate planned movement sequences, individually and with others, based on tempo, beat, rhythm, music, and 
physical activities (e.g., creative, cultural, social, fitness aerobics, dance, yoga). 

• 2.2.8.MSC.4: Analyze, and correct movements and apply to refine movements. 
Mathematics 

• Measure length in standard units (measures, beats). 

• Analyze patterns and relationships. 
Language Arts 

• Compare, contrast, and reflect on texts in different forms. 

• Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections about what it says and infers. 

• Critique: Support claim with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

Social Studies 

• Explain how major events are related to one another over time. 

• Describe how written and unwritten language impact understanding, culture, and social structure. 

• Cultural impact of historical events by analyzing values and social ideas in the arts. 

World Language 

• Recognize familiar phrases on sources. 

• Identify how products and practices are derived from cultural perspectives. 

 



 

Diversity, Equity, & 
Inclusion 

• Gain richer understanding of global cultures through the study of diverse styles and genres of music. 

• Experience and celebrate music compositional techniques, forms, and styles used in global music that connect to individual life experiences, 
beliefs, values, and opinions.   

• Study repertoire with multiple perspectives and diverse cultural understanding to promote unity and stronger musical connections as students 
are introduced to a diverse range of composers and cultures (I.e., representing varied race, gender, sexuality, ability, neurodiversity, religion, 
origin, age, and socio-economic background).   

• Students of all abilities and learning levels are included and encouraged as viable members of the music-making experiences in music studio.   

• Acknowledge and appreciate that musicians and peers come from varied backgrounds that could impact their musical expression and 
interpretation (I.e., environment, access, political, social standing, challenges).   

 

Career Readiness, Life 
Literacies, and Key 

Skills  

9.4.8.CT.2: Develop multiple solutions to a problem and evaluate short- and long-term effects to determine the most plausible option. 
9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect. 
9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and perspectives through active discussions to achieve a group goal. 
 

Computer Science and 
Design Thinking 

8.2.8.ITH.5: Compare the impacts of a given technology on different societies, noting factors that may make a technology appropriate and sustainable in one 
society but not in another. 

Social Emotional 
Learning  

• Students will develop self-confidence as they apply skills to improve creativity through their experiences in music studio. 

• Students will develop self-discipline through weekly listening activities.  

• Students develop respect for others and empathy as they work to develop the skills involved in the music creation process. 

• Students will build relationships through teamwork, communication, and improved leadership skills through collaborative projects. 

• Students will practice decision-making skills while solving problems to evaluate and improve tone production individually and as a group. 

• Students will build awareness, empathy, and respect for how music is used as a universal language.  

• Students will be able to self-reflect on their own morals and values. In addition, students will respect the morals and values of others. 
 

Differentiation  

  

Resources/Materials 

 
 

ELL 

(English Language 
Learners) 

Special Education  At Risk  Enrichment  

• Provide translated 
notes and key 
vocabulary terms 

• Provide images of key 
vocabulary terms and 
concepts 

• Word banks  

• Bilingual dictionaries 

• Assistive translator 
technology  

• Sentence frames 

• Simplified notes 

• Reduced homework 

• Simplified word 
problems 

• Graphic organizers 

• Matched sentences or 
procedures with 
pictures 

• Alternative 
presentation options 

• Display reminders 

• Checklist of materials and 
tasks (printed out or 
digitally accessible) 

• Timelines and Calendar 
for benchmark goals for 
assignments/assessment
s/short-term goals 
(Planner Microsoft) 

• Assistive technology 
(dictation, immersive 
reader, etc...) 

• Flash cards 

• Teacher notes  

• Graphic organizer 

• Clear parameters and 
student workspace 

• Timer to monitor task 
and duration 

• Study guides  

• Guided notes 

• Students are asked to 
come for extra help to 
review/retake 
assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed 
time and a half on 
assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Scaffolding assignments  

• Chunking of materials  

• Allow for errors 

• Pre-teach materials  

• Supply teacher demo 

• Rephrase of questions 

and directions  

• Visual cue or signs  

• Small group assistance or 

collaboration  

• Provide students with extra 
problem sets that challenge 
and involve higher level 
thinking 

• Inquiry lead discussions and 
activities 

• More complex tasks and 

projects 

• Higher level questioning 

and techniques  

• Student demoing and 

explanation  

• Provide opportunities for 

students to set personal 

goals, keep records and 

monitor their own learning 

progress 

• Multiple assessments given 

in different domains, that 



 

• 1-2 sentence short 
responses 

• Shortened written 
assignments  

• Modified tests 

• Provide notes when 
student request 

• Reduce project 
workload 

• Short summaries 

• Choices for alternative 
assignments 

• Students are asked to 
come for extra help to 
review/retake 
assessment and 
homework assignments 

• Students are allowed 
time and a half on 
assessments 

• Provide the student with 
frequent check-ins during 
class-time work 

• Visual cue or signs 

• Rephrase of questions 
and directions 

• Partner or group work on 
skill development  

• Assistance by 
instructional videos or 
curated videos online 

• Partner or group work on 

skill development  

• Assistance by 

instructional videos or 

curated videos online  

• Guide with options for 

student goal setting  

• Use of timer or a clock to 

monitor time of student 

activity 

 

showcase student interests, 

strengths, and needs  

• Use multiple approaches to 
accelerate learning within 
and outside of the school 
setting  

• Use enrichment options to 
extend and deepen learning 
opportunities within and 
outside of the school 
setting 

• Use individualized learning 
options such as 
mentorships, internships, 
online courses, and 
independent study 

 


